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Chapter Overview: 
 

This chapter deals with 

 Desert 

 Details of  hot Sahara desert & cold Ladakh desert 

Note: This summary should be supplemented with basic reading of NCERT. 

 

CHAPTER 10 –LIFE IN THE DESERTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What is Desert? 

 It is an arid region characterised by extremely high or low temperatures and has 

scarce vegetation. 

 Depending on the temperatures there are hot & cold deserts. 

 

 Characteristics and Types of Desert 

Particulars Hot-Sahara Desert Cold-Ladakh Desert 

Latitudinal 

location 
 Covers large part of North 

Africa, world’s largest desert, 

around 8.4 million sq.km 

 Touches 11 countries 

 Algeria, Chad, Egypt, Libya, 

Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, 

Niger, Sudan, Tunisia, 

Western Sahara.

 
 

 It is a cold desert lying in the  Great 

Himalayas 

 West- Jammu & Kashmir 

 North- Karakoram range 

 South-Zaskar ranges 

 Altitude-3000 meters (Kargil) to 8000 

meters (Karakorum) 

 
 

Relevance rating: 2/5 

 Civil Service syllabus: India and World Geography-Physical Geography 

 This will help to gain clarity about climate, vegetation, human habitation & occupation 

in desert areas of the world. 

 Understanding from this chapter will be used in learning resource distribution, industrial 

development and cultural aspects of geography. 

 Prelims previous year question in page -3 (indirect based on information given in 

chapter) 
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Climate   Climate is scorching hot(day 

temperature as high as 50 

degree Celsius-Al Azizia in 

south Tripoli recorded highest 

temperature of 57 degrees 

Celsius in 1992) & patch dry  

(Short rainy season) 

 Night temperature may be 

freezing cold nearing zero 

degrees. 

 Sky is cloudless & clear. 

 As illustrated in caves 

paintings of Sahara, once it 

was a lush green plain. 

 High altitude- climate is cold & dry, air 

is thin (heat of sun feels much intense) 

 Temperature- 

 Summers-day just above zero, night-

below minus 30 degrees 

 Winters-below minus 40 degrees 

 Rainfall-as low as 10 cm as it being in 

rain shadow region of Himalayas. 

 Given temperatures here one may suffer 

from sunstroke (when in sun) & 

frostbite (when in shade) 

simultaneously. 

Flora & 

Fauna 
 Deserts consist of gravel, 

plains & elevated plateaus and 

not only sand. 

 Vegetation- cactus, date, 

palms, acacia 

 Animal species- camels, 

hyenas, jackals, scorpions 

various variety of snakes & 

lizard. 

 

 Vegetation is sparse-due to aridity. 

 Trees-willow (finest cricket bats are 

made from willow woods) & poplars in 

valley. Fruit trees- apples, apricots, 

walnuts (in summer). 

 Birds-robins, redstarts, Tibetan 

snowcock, raven & hoopoe(some are 

migratory birds) 

 Animals-wild goats, wild sheep, yak & 

dog (special kind) these are reared to 

provide milk, meat & hides. 

 Sheep & goat hair -for woollens 

 Yak- cheese & butter  

 Chiru (Tibetan antelope) is 

endangered species-its wool is called 

shahtoosh-hunted for its light weight 

& extremely warm wool. 

People  Various nomadic tribes -

Bedouins & Tuaregs rear 

livestock as goat, sheep, camel 

& horses, which provides 

them with leather for belts, 

slippers, mats, carpets etc. 

 Clothes-Robes to protect 

people from dust storms and 

hot winds. 

 Mineral resources- iron, 

phosphorus, manganese & 

uranium. 

 With discovery of oil & 

petroleum cultural landscape 

is undergoing change- trucks 

replacing camels, highways 

replacing ancient camel 

passage 

 Crops-rice, wheat, barley & 

beans. Egyptian cotton is 

 Also known as Khapa Chan (snow land) 

 Ladakh- la means mountain pass & dak 

means country. 

 Drass is one of the coldest inhabitated 

place on earth is here in Ladakh. 

 People here are either Muslim or 

Buddhist 

 Several gompas & Buddhist 

monasteries, important are- Hemis, 

Thiskey, Shey and Lamayuru. 

 Occupation- 

 Summers-cultivation of barley, 

potatoes, peas, beans & turnip. 

 Winter month –harsh climate-no 

agriculture-people engaged in 

festivities & ceremonies. 

 Scarce resources thus used with 

reverence & no wastage are there. 

 Women are involved in cultivation, 

household chores, markets & shops etc. 
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Q. What is the difference between the antelopes Oryx and Chiru? (Prelims2011) 

a) Oryx is adapted to live in hot and arid areas whereas Chiru is adapted to live in steppes and 

semi-desert areas of cold high mountains. 

b) Oryx is poached for its antlers whereas Chiru is poached for its musk. 

c) Oryx exists in western India only whereas Chiru exists in north-east India only. 

d) None of the statements a, b, and c given above is correct. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

known worldwide for its 

quality. 

 Oasis in Sahara and Nile 

valley supports settled 

population. These are fertile, 

date palms & other crops are 

grown. Tafilalet Oasis in 

Morocco has an area of about 

13,000 sq.km. 

How oasis is formed- 

depressions are formed when 

winds blows away the sand.in 

depressions where 

underground water reaches the 

surfaces an oasis is formed. 

 Tourism is major activity. 

 Life undergoing changes due to 

modernisation but people live in 

harmony with the nature. 

 Leh the capital of Ladakh is well 

connected-through air & road. 

 Manali-leh highway(opens only 

between July-September) crosses 4 

pass- 

 Rohtang la 

 Baralacha la 

 Lungalacha la 

 Tanglang la 

Key Takeaways:   

 Deserts are hot and cold based on latitudinal location and climatic conditions. 

 Hot Desert –Sahara, located in Africa has petroleum and oil resources which is changing 

the cultural and economic landscape of the region. 

 Inhabitated by tribes as-Bedouins & Tuaregs 

 Oasis is relatively water rich areas supporting settled population and agriculture. 

 Cold Desert-Ladakh, located in great Himalayas is famous for Buddhist monasteries, 

attracts domestic & international tourists as well. 

 Chiru antelope found in Ladakh is endangered species hunted for its warm wool 

‘shahtoosh’ 

 

Q. What is the difference between the antelopes Oryx and Chiru? (Prelims2011) 

a) Oryx is adapted to live in hot and arid areas whereas Chiru is adapted to live in 

steppes and semi-desert areas of cold high mountains. 

b) Oryx is poached for its antlers whereas Chiru is poached for its musk. 

c) Oryx exists in western India only whereas Chiru exists in north-east India only. 

d) None of the statements a, b, and c given above is correct. 

Answer :a) 
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